Illinois Wesleyan University

Digital Commons @ IWU
John Wesley Powell Student Research
Conference

2010, 21st Annual JWP Conference

Apr 10th, 2:35 PM - 3:35 PM

Religious Orientation and Political Participation
Anne Marquette
Illinois Wesleyan University

Carolyn Brown Kramer, Faculty Advisor
Illinois Wesleyan University

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc
Part of the Psychiatry and Psychology Commons

Marquette, Anne and Brown Kramer, Faculty Advisor, Carolyn, "Religious Orientation and
Political Participation" (2010). John Wesley Powell Student Research Conference. 17.
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc/2010/posters2/17

This Event is protected by copyright and/or related rights. It has been brought to you by Digital
Commons @ IWU with permission from the rights-holder(s). You are free to use this material in any
way that is permitted by the copyright and related rights legislation that applies to your use. For
other uses you need to obtain permission from the rights-holder(s) directly, unless additional rights
are indicated by a Creative Commons license in the record and/ or on the work itself. This material
has been accepted for inclusion by faculty at Illinois Wesleyan University. For more information,
please contact digitalcommons@iwu.edu.
©Copyright is owned by the author of this document.

THE JOHN WESLEY POWELL STUDENT RESEARCH CONFERENCE - APRIL 2010

Poster Presentation P32

RELIGIOUS ORIENTATION AND POLITICAL PARTICIPATION

Anne Marquette and Carolyn Brown Kramer*
Psychology Department, Illinois Wesleyan University

Churches and other religious groups have been the foundation for major social and political
movements throughout American history (Djupe & Grant, 1999) and religious organizations
show significantly higher levels of political participation as compared to other non-political
organizations (Beyerlein & Chaves, 2003). This study will examine the relationship between
religiosity and political participation among Illinois Wesleyan University students using the
Religious Orientation Scale developed by Allport and Ross (1967). This scale measures religious
motivation, separated into intrinsic and extrinsic religious orientation. Intrinsically oriented
individuals are more motivated by the spiritual and belief aspects of religion, while extrinsically
oriented individuals are more motivated by the personal and social benefits of belonging to a
religion (Allport & Ross, 1967). While some researchers claim that the spiritual or dogmatic
tenets of a religion may lead to increased political participation (Gorsuch & Ortberg, 1983), we
hypothesized that the social network provided by religious organizations would better predict a
relationship between religiosity and political participation.

